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New Series.l [No. 219. 
THE MORAL QOESTIONS OF THE DAY. 
[An Extract from the Address of the Bishops of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church to the General Conference ill May, 
1888.] 
THE moral question:;; whieh occupy public 
thought and deeply concern us as Methodists 
p!:esent aspects differing little, if any, from 
those which came before the General Confer-
ence four years ago. 
SABIlATIT IlREAKIXG. 
There is a lamentable di~regard of the holy 
Sabbath all over the land, and the agencies 
which tend to hreak it down as a sacred in-
stitution are multiplying and becoming more 
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and more powerful. The incoming popula-
tions of Continental Europe, with their habits 
of making the Sabbath a day of amusements; 
the growth of great corporationR, controlling 
the labor of multitudes who depend for l'Up-
port on sitnations held on condition of work-
ing on Sunday; the publication and patron-
age of Sunday papers in all om" large cities, 
with large circulation throughout the country, 
together with the lax notions of nominal 
Christians tOlH~hing the ohligation to observe 
the day as holy unto the Lord, are the prin-
cipal causes which rel](ler it difficult to keep 
alive a vigorolHl sentiment in favor of the 
sanctity of the day, and to enforce wholesome 
discipline on the subject in the churches. In 
the presence of the danger to the Sabbath 
which this state of things engenders, the 
Church can do nothing less than bear rin),.!ing 
testimony, and hold unflinchingly to the 
divine teaching that all worldly business and 
labor are forbidden on that day except works 
of necessity and mercy. vVe shall expect 
your declarations of sentiment to accord with 
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the high standard hitherto maintained, and 
make no concession to the grasping spirit of 
the times which would rob the laborer of his 
day of rest, nor yield a jot to that latitudi-
narianism which converts sacred time into 
opportunities for dissipation. 
INTEMPERANCE. 
From the beginning Methodism has-borne 
testimony against tippling-houses and dram-
drinking. At an early day our Church took 
advanced ground in fa\'or of total absti-
nence, and onr preachers were among the 
first in the field contending for the legal sup-
pression of the liquor traffic. It gives us 
pleasure to note that indications abound that 
our people occupy no doubtful position on 
this subject, and will hold no second place in 
the pending struggles for constitutional pro-
hibition. The liquor traffic is so pernicious 
in all its bearings, so inimical to the interests 
of honest trade, so repugnant to the moral 
sense, so inj lIrious to the peace and order of 
society, so hurtful to the homes, to the 
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Church, and to the body politic, and so ut-
terly antagonistic to all that is precious in 
life, that the only proper attitude toward it 
for Christians is that of relentless hostility. 
It call never be legalized without sin. No 
temporary device for regulating it can become 
a substitute for prohibition. License, high or 
low, is vicious in principle, and powerless as 
a remedy. 
POLYGAMY. 
The blight of polygamy is still upon the 
land, taxing the ingenuity of statesmen to 
deal with its criminal bearings and puzzling 
the churches to grapple with its immoralities. 
Our Church is face to face with the evil, do-
ing what she can to rebuke the iniquity, work-
ing under discomaging conditions, yet not 
without fruit. Our Utah :Mission is touch-
ing the :Mormon population as never before. 
An outspoken testimony from this body will 
he helpful iu keeping the public conscience 
awake to the enormity of the vile system. 
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DIVORCE. 
The last General Conference placed our 
Church upon advanced ground 011 the subject 
of divorce, from which there will be no reces-
sion. The facility with which divorces are 
secured in many of the States is a crying evil 
-nay, a burning shame to our civilization-
giving edge to the sarcastic retorts of Mor-
mons to our rebukes of their wickedness. 
Marriage is not a I>acrament of the Church, 
but it is an institution of divine appointment, 
to be guarded with the utmost vigilance as 
the foundation of domestic and social order 
and the support of Christian morality. If 
additional action is needed it is with reference 
to admitting unscripturally divorced persons 
to membership in the Church. 
OTHER EVILS. 
Other evils amict society against which in-
creasing protests should go out from the 
churches till the moral sentiment of the na-
tion is aroused to appreciate the dangers 
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which beset us. The earth groans beneat!. 
the burden of crimes which our civilization 
does not repress. Gambling, perjury, bri-
bery, and licentiousness stalk forth in open 
day, casting their shadows npon our sanctu-
aries, upon the halls of legislation, and upon 
our courts of justice, and through the agency 
of a subservient press pouring their offensive 
odors into our family circles. The ancient 
lesson that "Righteousness exalteth a na-
tion" needs reassertion with emphasis. As 
the safeguard of liberty, and as the warrant 
for the hope of the progress to which our in-
stitutions point, the Church must develop a 
morality which has nerve, and bone, and mus-
cle, and fire in its heart. 
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RESOLUTIONS OF THE GEXERAI, CONFERENCE 
OF 1888 O~ SABBATH OBSERVANCE. 
Whereas, The Sabbath is the dividing line 
between Christianity and heathenism, the 
bulwark that Rhields our Christian civilization 
against anarchy, with its train of lawlessness 
and barbarism; and every influence that tends 
to weaken the power of the Sabbath over the 
public conscience endangers the stability of 
our Republican institutions; and recognizing 
the fact that the pursuit of ordinary business 
upon the Sabbath is not only destructive to 
good morals, but also to the welfare of so-
ciety; therefore, 
Resolved, 1. That we will use our influence 
to discountenance all other than works of ne-
cessity and mercy on the Sabbath day. 
2. rrhat the keeping open of ordinary places 
of business, amI rlIllning the railway trains or 
Rteamhoats for pleas lire or traffic, and the 
pllblishing and selling of newspapers on Sun-
day, are in direct violation of the divine com-
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mand: "Remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy." The secularization of the Sauhath, 
whether for business or pleasure, is a source 
of moral and physical evil, leading to suffer-
ing and discontent on the part of overworked 
employees, and to debasing excesses on the 
part of pleasure-seekers. 
3. That we heartily commend the work of 
those Sabbath committees which, in several 
of our States, have led to legislation on this 
important matter, and 10 renewed enforce-
ment of wholesome existing laws, and that we 
will makc it our duty to RO present this mat-
ter to our people as to lead them to a higher 
regard for the sanctity of the Sabbath, and to 
a more strict observance of this sacred day. 
4. That we condemn the practice of camp-
meeting associations and Sunday-school con-
ventions of our Church, keeping open gates, 
and charging an admission fee on the Sabbath 
day. 
HUNT & EATON, 150 Fifth Avenue. New York. 
CRANSTON It STOWE, Cincinnati. 
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